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The objects of this Society are: to preserve the finest of 
New England’s old buildings, and to create, in connection with 
its office, a New England Museum for the care of smaller an- 
tiquities. For its membership it appeals particularly to all per- 
sons of New England ancestry, or residence past or present. 
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| Courtesy Frank Cousins Art Co. 
THE LINDENS 
“KING” HOOPER— PEABODY HOUSE 
DANVERS, MASSACHUSETTS 
Built about 1750 





THE LINDENS 


Recent events in connection with this 
house will be of interest to our members 
because the Society only just missed re- 
ceiving it as a gift. After the death in 
August of Mrs. Francis Peabody, the house 
and some seven acres of land with out- 
buildings were offered for sale. An ap- 
praisal of the property was made by the 
Society’s agent and the amount of this 
appraisal was subscribed by four persons, 
including two of the family. As this 
amount was considerably less than the 
asking price the offer was declined. 

It was then that an old and dear friend 
of the Peabody family offered to buy the 
estate at our appraisal and to present it to 
this Society subject to one life interest. 
This offer was also declined. 


While these negotiations were in prog- 
ress, the family were themselves coming 
to realize more and more that this estate 
ought not to leave their hands, and finally 
Mr. J. C. R. Peabody bought the place, 
largely by desire of his son, Mr. R. R. 
Peabody. This solution is a thoroughly 
satisfactory one so far as the Society is 
concerned. Our interest is to see that such 
a house as this is preserved, preferably in 
the hands of the family, and in this case 
the family have both the will and the 
means so to preserve it until another 
generation assumes this privilege. 

The house is historically interesting 
through having been occupied by Genera' 
Gage. Architecturally it is even more in- 
teresting. It was built about 1750 as the 
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THE LINDENS. Front hall and stairs. 
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THE LINDENS. Wall paper in upper hall. 





Courtesy Frank Cousins Art Co. 


THE LINDENS. 
Newel-post of back stairs. 


country home of Robert Hooper of Marblehead, 
who was so much of a merchant prince as to be 
called ‘‘ King’’ Hooper. The house is a splendid 
One, in every way worthy of its builder, and the 
general effect of the whole is very rich. The land- 
scape papers in the halls would alone suffice to give 
the house distinction. 


THE BULLETIN 


is published as occasion may justify for free distribution 
among members of the Society. It aims to keep them in 
touch with the progress of its affairs and counts on their 
support for interesting news items. Views and accounts 
of old houses destroyed or threatened are much desired. 


MEMBERSHIP 


in the Society is open to any one on election by the Board 
of Trustees. The dues are as follows: Life, $50; Active, 
$5 a year; Associate, $2.4 year. All members receive the 
Bulletin, but associate members may not vote or hold 
Office. Address all communications to the Corresponding 
Secretary, 20 Beacon Street, Boston. 
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THE WILLIAM HOOPER HOUSE, 185 Washington Street, Marblehead 
Probably erected by William R. Lee about 1783-84. 


Marblehead contains so many Hooper 
houses that it is sometimes difficult to 
differentiate between them. This par- 
ticular house forms One of a row of four 
Hooper houses standing beside Marble- 
head Common. Last spring it was 
offered for sale to this Society, and steps 
were immediately taken to interest the 
descendants of William Hooper; but, un- 
fortunately, those who were interested 
were unable to act effectively at the 
moment. 

The Society would have found this an 
ideal house to own, and it is to be re- 
gretted that it was unable to buy or to 
induce friends to buy on its behalf. The 
house is well preserved and but little 
altered. The grounds, while cramped at 


the sides, are ample in the rear, descending 
in a succession of terraces through the 
remains of a garden, to a wilderness of 
small fruit bushes, with some apple trees. 
The great glory of the house is the wall 
paper in the best parlor, of which the 
Bulletin presents three views. In condi- 
tion this paper is perfect, and in coloring 
wonderfully harmonious. 

The house has been sold ; fortunately to 
persons who appreciate its ancient beauties, 
and are carefully preserving them. 


NOTE. Kate Sanborn’s Old Time Wall Papers, 
Plates XXXVIII and XXXIX, shows the same paper 
ina house in Montpelier, Vt., and states that it 
was hung in 1825 in honor of Lafayette, who was 
entertained there. 






































WILLIAM HOOPER HOUSE, Marblehead 
Parlor wall paper, near doorway to hall. 


~ ine a 





WILLIAM HOOPER HOUSE, Marblehead 
Parlor wall paper, near the fireplace. 
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THE MAJOR JOHN BRADFORD HOUSE, Kingston, Mass. 





Built about 1674. 


Our members may remember that on 
the seventh page of the first Bulletin there 
appeared a view of the Major John Brad- 
ford house at Kingston, Mass. This house 
has now beer. offered as a gift to the So- 
ciety and the Board of Trustees has voted 
to accept it as soon as it is put in good re- 
pair. The property consists of some six 
acres of land, with house and barn. The 
barn is in good condition, but the house 
needs immediate attention. 

The conditions on which the owners 
offer to present this property are very 
simple. The Society is to keep the house 
in repair, and the grounds immediately 
about the house in good order, and the 
donors are to be permitted to place a me- 
morial tablet in the house. If the house 
burns down, the Society is to mark the 
site with an appropriate tablet guarded 
by an iron railing. Provision is made for 
turning over the estate to the town of 


Kingston if this Society ceases to carry out 
the terms of the gift. 

This very generous and welcome offer 
is made by Mrs. Josephine Lippincott 
Goodwin, Craige Lippincott, Walter Lip- 
pincott, and Jay Bertram Lippincott, in 
memory of their mother, Josephine Craige 
Lippincott, of Philadelphia, she being a 
descendant of Major John Bradford, the 
original Owner. 

The Trustees regret their inability to 
take part in this splendid memorial by 
undertaking the repairs on the house, but 
the Society’s treasury is unable to afford it. 

The Bulletin postpones printing an arti- 
cle more worthy this gift, only till such 
time as the Society shall actually come 
into possession. It is to be hoped that this 
is but the first of a long series of simila 
gifts of ancestral homes, by giving which 
the donors honor themselves in honoring 
their progenitors. 
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THE WEST ROXBURY MEETING-HOUSE 
Erected about 1773, partly with timbers from the original structure of 1706. 


This colonial meeting-house, a typical 
specimen of old New England religious 
architecture, is offered as a gift to our Pres- 
ervation Society. The question whether 
or not to accept it will come before the 
next meeting of the Board of Trustees. 
The building as offered is subject to a 
mortgage of $5,000, and is in need of 
$2,000 for interior fittings. Judging from 
the precedents which the Trustees have set 
in similar cases, it is practically certain that 
the gift will not be accepted unless accom- 
panied by the necessary $7,000. An at- 


tempt would have to be made to raise this 
amount from the membership of the two 
denominations with which the meeting- 
house has been identified, the Congrega- 
tionalists and the Unitarians. Should the 
requisite funds be forthcoming from them, 
there seems to be no reason why this So- 
ciety should not welcome the gift. There 
have been a number of applicants for the 
use Of the building, including religious, 
patriotic, and local societies. AS an in- 
vestment it should certainly carry itself, 
and may even show a Slight profit. 





From the pulpit of this meeting-house 
were read the resolves of the town that, 
‘“‘if the Honourable Congress Should for 
the Safety of the Said Coionys, Declare 
them Independent of the Kingdom of 
Great Brittan, they the Said Inhabitants, 
will Solemnly Engage, with their lives and 
fortunes to Support them inthe Measures.” 
The Declaration of Independence was also 
read here to the people assembled. It is 
said that the Dedham and West Roxbury 
minutemen, marching to Cambridge and 
Lexington, stopped at the meeting-house 
for the minister’s blessing. Theodore 
Parker ministered to this congregation 
from 1837 to 1846. About 1890 the 


Society abandoned this meeting-house in 
favor of a new one in the more thickly 


settled part of West Roxbury, and the 
old building came into the hands of the 
Weld estate. 

Some years ago, under the leadership 
of Edward Everett Hale, a committee 
undertook to raise money to preserve and 
restore the meeting-house. The exterior 
of the building was put in good repair, 
and $3,000 was paid on the purchase price, 
the remainder of the cost being carried in 
a mortgage of $5,000. 

It should be said that, with the excep- 
tion of the galleries, the interior fittings 
of the building, as pews, pulpit, and part 
of the floor, have been removed, and it 
now Stands as a well-preserved shell, ready 
for whatever use may be considered most 
suitable. 
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